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Internet in China 101: I am a dance girl, and I am a party memberé

Å100 million+ Internet users, more than half have broadband access

ÅBetween 1 and 8 million blogsin Chinaé

ÅHeavy promotion of Chinaôs informatisation through a centralised 

infrastructure for controlling the Internet

Å30,000 state security personnel are reportedly monitoring websites, chat 

rooms and private e-mail messages

ÅContent that is illegal: information that undermines the stateôs policy for 

religionséand superstitious beliefs; information that disturbs social order, or 

undermines social stability

ÅOf 62 "cyber dissidents" imprisoned around the world for their activities online,

54 are in China

The Internet sector is in many ways like any other industry in China
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Chinaôs Methods of Censorship and Content Control

ÅRegulations, surveillance and punitive action

ïLegal regulations (10+ government agencies, operating license and content 

providers)

ïInternet users (individuals/groups)

ÅTechnology and human monitoring

ïWebsite blocking and filtering (router level)

ïCyberpolice (30ô000 human monitors via police deparments in 700 cities)

ïHelp from citizens (online reporting centers)

ïHelp from MNCs technology providers (Cisco)

ïEstablishing powerful propaganda presence online

A lot of Chinese Control, a little bit of Western technology = SELF-CENSORSHIP
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Meet Jingjing and Chacha: This is no Jojoke!

ÅStarting in January, netizens visiting all the main portals of 

Shenzhen see two cartoon figures: Jingjing and Chacha

(JingCha = Police)

The main function of Jingjing and Chacha is to intimidate, not to answer 

questions, which is the same strategy as traditional media control

ÅOfficially, both police officers have 

the following functions: resource, 

blog, photo album and interactive 

section
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